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For  the  first  time  since  the  Civil  War,  the  country  finds  itself 
face  to  face  with  an  issue  almost  equally  momentous,  and  fraught 
with  possibilities  of  untold  national  disaster.  One  of  the  great  par- 
ties, which  owes  its  hope  of  success  to  the  communities  which  sought 
to  secede,  proposes  to  make  a radical  change  in  the  legal  meaning  of 
the  word  “dollar,”  reducing  its  value  one-half,  and  compelling  every 
man  and  woman  to  accept  depreciated  coin  in  payment  of  wages,  com- 
modities, and  debts,  by  a law  making  half  a dollar’s  worth  of  silver 
bullion  legal  tender  for  a dollar.  This  audacious  proposition  will  be 
decided  at  the  polls  next  November.  The  public  ought  to  be  made 
aware  of  the  authors  and  the  causes  of  the  crisis  that  confronts  us. 

This  crisis  is  not  accidental.  It  is  the  culmination  of  a bargain 
made  seven  years  ago  by  two  powerful  interests — a bargain  designed 
to  bring  back  into  national  control  the  same  sectional  political  com- 
bination’which  ruled  the  United  States  from  1828  to  i860 — a partisan 
alliance  of  the  South  and  West  against  the  general  interests  of  the 
American  people. 

When  the  Republican  party,  in  1888,  came  once  more  into  posses- 
sion of  the  presidency  and  both  houses  of  Congress,  it  undertook  to 
enact  a law  to  protect  the  right  of  colored  citizens  and  others  to  a free 
ballot  and  a fair  count,  by  establishing  a federal  supervision  of  the 
polls  in  national  elections.  The  South,  which  makes  White  Suprem- 
acy its  leading  political  issue,  regarded  such  a law  as  fatal,  and  the 
Democratic  party,  which  it  controlled,  arrayed  itself  against  the  so. 
called  “Force  Bill.”  In  order  to  overcome  the  Republican  Congres- 
sional majority,  the  Southern  leaders  proposed  to  the  Republican 
Senators  of  the  mining  States,  representatives  of  the  Silver  Syndicate, 
that  they  should  unite  with  the  Democracy  in  voting  down  the  Force 
Bill,  offering  in  return  to  vote  for  free  silver.  The  Silver  Senators,  a 
small  minority,  but  holding  the  balance  of  power,  accepted  the  offer, 
defeated  the  Force  Bill,  and  then,  with  the  help  of  their  Southern 
allies,  forced  the  Republicans  to  pass  the  Sherman  silver-purchasing 
act  to  prevent  the  enactment  of  a free-coiuage  bill.  This  alliance  has 
been  working  ever  since  to  debauch  Southern  and  Western  public 
sentiment.  Vast  sums  of  money  have  been  spent  in  a campaign  of 
mis-education.  L,et  me  illustrate  by  a fact  that  came  under  my  own 
observation. 

When  the  conventions  of  the  new  Western  States  met  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1889  to  form  their  constitutions,  I visited  successively  Bis- 
marck, Helena,  Olympia,  and  Boise  City,  spending  two  weeks  at 
each.  About  a week  after  I reached  Bismarck,  Senator  Stewart,  of 
Nevada,  a silver  millionaire,  arrived  on  a special  car  loaded  with 
liquors.  He  engaged  the  leading  hotel,  provided  the  best  dinner  that 
money  could  buy,  and  invited  all  the  members  of  the  convention  to 
dine.  After  they  had  eaten  and  drunk,  their  host  addressed  them  in 
behalf  cff  free  silver  coinage  and  converted  scores  of  them  to  his 
views.  From  Bismarck  I went  to  Helena,  and  thence  to  Olympia.  In 
each  place,  the  week  after  my  arrival,  along  came  Senator  Stewart 
with  his  carload  of  delicacies,  and  entertained  each  convention  at  a 
free-silver  banquet.  Nov,-,  who  paid  for  those  cars,  those  liquors, 
those  elaborate  entertainments?  Evidently,  the  Silver  Syndicate  in 
the  person  01  one  ot  Vts  richest  mine-owners,  from  that  uay  to  tuio, 
for  seven  years,  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  at  a vast  expenditure  of 
money.  The  stake  is  enormous.  It  is  proposed  to  put  the  whole 
country  under  a forced  contribution  to  the  producers  of  silver,  to  levy 
tribute  on  every  workingman  and  woman  in  the  land  by  reducing  the 
purchasing  power  of  their  wages,  to  confiscate  one-half  the  value  of 
all  savings-bank  deposits,  life  insurance  policies,  pensions,  and  obliga- 
tions of  every  kind,  and,  what  is  even  worse,  to  restore  to  power  the 
same  sectional  elements  which,  under  President  Jackson,  made  war 
upon  the  national  bank,  ruined  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
the  country,  flooded  the  land  with  wild-cat  currency,  created  the 
national  panic  and  collapse  of  1837,  and  governed  the  country  with 
brief  intermissions  until  the  slaveholders’  rebellion  wrecked  the 
alliance  in  i860.  These  same  sectional  elements  now  seek  to  regain 
the  control  which  it  cost  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  money  to  subdue.  True,  the  South  is  no  longer  a syndicate  of 
slaveholders;  but  the  spirit  of  caste  survives,  and  the  “new  South,” 
under  the  leadership  of  Gorman  and  Tillman,  is  less  competent  to  gov- 
ern than  were  the  men  led  by  Benton  and  Calhoun. 

.Another  potent  factor  in  this  coalition  of  solid  South  and  silver 
West  is  the  fact  that  these  jeommunities  are  heavily  in  debt.  Two 
years  ago  I was  the  guest  of  a leading  banker  in  a prosperous  South- 
ern city.  I found  my  friend  in  favor  of  free  silver.  Upon  my  express- 
ing surprise,  he  smiled,  and  said  : “Our  people  are  in  debt.  Pretty 
much  everything  we  have  is  mortgaged.  As  matters  are  going,  the 
mortgages  seem  likely  to  swallow  up  the  property.  We  favor  a 
change  which  will  make  our  equities  worth  something.”  In  other 
words,  he  favored  a law  which  would  enable  debtors  to  settle  with 
their  creditors  in  depreciated  currency  worth  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar 
without  losing  their  reputation  for  solvency.  For  this  purpose  of 
defrauding  creditors,  it  is  proposed  to  abandon  the  partial  bi-metal- 
isin  which  now  exists,  and  to  replace  it  by  a mono-metalism  of  depre- 
ciated silver. 

From  this  attempt  to  create  a conflict  of  classes  and  sections,  we 
must  appeal  to  the  great  middle  West,  extending  from  the  Alle- 
ghanies  to  the  Missouri  River.  If  the  millions  of  honest  and  patriotic 
men  who  are  proposing  to  vote  for  Bryan  knew  the  nature  of  the  sec- 
tional conspiracy  which  is  seeking  to  rule  and  ruin,  not  a State  north 
of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line  from  Maryland  to  California  would  vote 
for  it.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  press  of  the  country  to  make  the 
facts  known  ? 

Henry  B.  Beackweel. 

Dorchester,  Mass.,  Oct.  10,  i8g6. 


(Personal.)  ^ 

Dorchester,  Mass.,  Oct.  io,  1896. 

Editor 

Oblige  me  by  reading  the  above  letter,  and  if  you  think, 
as  I do,  that  the  facts  should  be  widely  known,  please  con- 
sider the  letter  as  addressed  specially  to  yourself,  and  print 
it  in  your  valuable  paper.  Mail  me  a marked  copy,  and 
oblige  Yours  truly, 

Henry  B.  Blackwell. 
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